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Mlamlme Metropolis

My attention has always been captured by the concept of an “Ideal City" although |
am not a philosopher or a professional city planner. Everyone with a minimum of
creativity should feel compelled to participate in this forum with his ideas, along
with the major philosophers and city planners whose job is to do so. We
remember Tommaso Campanella with his book “The City of Sun” and Leonardo da
Vinci with an incredible number of ideal projects. From theory to reality, historical
city founders like Romolo, founder of Rome, Dido, founder of Carthage, Nimrod
founder of Babylon, Darius, founder of Persepolis, Alexander founder of Alexandria
and of course many others, have done great things (Carl Fisher, for example,
founder of Miami Beach or George Merrick, founder of Coral Gables.) In
contemporary history not many modern city founders can be related with the
above-mentioned mythical personages. Everyone knows that Coral Gables is not
Rome, but what they do have in common is an ideal. Classic or modern, they
were warriors, renaissance men, dreamers, and investors with a fantasy. No one
was a bureaucrat, no one an employee. That's why they could dream creating
something really new that materialized into an ideal.

As a matter of fact, a city is an ideal continuum of human resources and cultural
contents, not simply a continuum of houses, buildings and streets. Architecture by
itself appears like a city but it is not a city. Travelling all around the world | have
seen many cities. The most beautiful of cities have always in common the
presence of history, the cultural side, the geographical beauty of the site and their
architectural beauty. The facilities are in walking distance and your journey is a
pleasure. The intensity of their specialities, the presence of nature and water, the
- good attitude of their habitants are all magical ingredients.




Some cities can be considered special because they have something
more than other cities (this can be unintentional.) A beautiful
geographic position or something good and useful done just for their
habitants that didn't require action. Other times, instead, there is a kind
of competition among cities. We have seen it in many cities from the
past and, especially, with the Italian Renaissance cities.
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